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April 14, 2005 
 
Advisory limiting use of BD VacutainerP

®
P PPTP

TM
P or other gel-barrier collection 

tubes for HIV-1 PCR testing. 
 
Dear Valued Client, 
 
BD Diagnostics has issued an advisory with specific recommendations on sample 
handling procedures when using the product listed above in conjunction with certain 
HIV-1 PCR viral load tests.  The relevant Esoterix test codes are 608881, 608882, 
608884, 604315, 604312, and 604314.  The BD letter follows this note.   
 
Our scientific and technical team has reviewed BD’s “White Paper Report” detailing their 
internal studies using these products and test systems under various processing scenarios.  
Although not published in a peer-reviewed journal we believe the findings support BD’s 
recommendations.  Our recommendations and updated policies are as follows: 
 

• Follow BD’s instructions for using BD VacutainerP

®
P PPTP

TM
P or other gel-barrier 

type tubes.   
• HIV-1 PCR viral load samples collected in BD VacutainerP

®
P PPTP

TM
P tubes can be 

processed as instructed by BD and shipped on a cold pack (4°C).  Stability for 
HIV-1 PCR viral load measurements is 72 hours at 4°C.  Do not freeze and do 
not ship frozen. 

• HIV-1 PCR viral load samples collected in BD VacutainerP

®
P PPTP

TM
P tubes can be 

processed as instructed by BD and then plasma can be transferred to another 
plastic tube for frozen storage and frozen shipping.  

• Alternatively other EDTA vacutainer tubes can be used as instructed by the 
manufacturer and then plasma can be transferred to another plastic tube for frozen 
storage and frozen shipping. 

• Effective May 16, 2005 we will no longer accept samples for HIV-1 PCR viral 
load testing when submitted in frozen BD VacutainerP

®
P PPTP

TM
P or other gel-barrier 

type tubes. 
• Until May 16, HIV-1 PCR viral load results from samples submitted Ufrozen Uin 

these tubes will be appended with an advisory about the potential for falsely 
elevated HIV-1 PCR viral loads when samples are submitted in frozen BD 
VacutainerP

®
P PPTP

TM
P or other gel-barrier type tubes. 

• Our client services team will be calling many of you to communicate this 
advisory.  This letter is also posted on our website HTUhttp://www.esoterix.com/ UTH 

 
For further assistance, please contact Esoterix Client Services 800-444-9111.  We value 
you as a partner in healthcare delivery and thank you for your continued support. 
 
Mark Stene, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Laboratory Operations 
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